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Marketing and Transport
(See the Shipping, Marketing and Transport section of the Producer Manual.)

There are three important issues related to marketing and transport. Firstly, studies have shown
that urine and feces from treated pigs can contain enough antibiotic residue which, if ingested,
can cause a violative level of residue in market hogs. Secondly, research has proven a relationship
between gut fill and the risk of spillage leading to contamination of carcasses at the processing
plant. Thirdly, handling, mixing and transportation of pigs causes stress, which may cause the
animals to shed bacteria, including Salmonella. Non-contaminated animals may become con-
taminated through exposure to these animals and their feces or to contaminated vehicles.

32. Do you work with your marketing agency or processor to determine the most
appropriate pre-slaughter management practices (transport, resting period,
feed withdrawal)?

Yes ● No ●
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Although you must have a valid veterinary-client-patient relationship to obtain prescription
medications, it is not necessary to have a written prescription for the purposes of the CQA®

program. Product labels and package inserts provide all the information required for use of
the product. You must have written directions for the use of all prescription drugs.

19a) Are you using products in an extra-label manner?

Yes ● No ●

Extra-label use (also referred to as off-label use) occurs any time that a medication is used other
than as detailed on the label. A change to the species, production stage, dosage, route of
administration, treatment regime (duration) or purpose all constitute off-label use. Additionally,
extra-label use includes the use of drugs such as active pharmaceutical ingredients and com-
pounded drugs.

19b) If so, do you have a copy of the prescription that is, signed and dated by a
veterinarian?

Yes ● No ●

The CQA® program requires that all extra-label medication use be accompanied by the written
directions of your veterinarian. These written directions must be available at the time of valida-
tion. It is acceptable that the only copy of extra-label directions be included in your Medication
and Vaccine Usage Plan with your veterinarian’s signature and date of approval on it. If the
extra-label use is prescribed for a limited time period, however, that should also be indicated
on the plan.

19c) If so, does each recommendation state the withdrawal time you are to observe?

N/A ● Yes ● No ●

Any use that differs from the label directions of a medication will affect the withdrawal time
that should be observed. Doubling the dose does not mean that the withdrawal time is dou-
bled. Doubling the dose may require that the withdrawal time is multiplied by three. Your vet-
erinarian has appropriate knowledge and access to information deemed necessary to provide
you with appropriate withdrawal times for off-label use.

20. If you use medications and vaccines on your farm:

20a) How do you determine that medications and vaccines are necessary?

32a) Is your transporter participating in a transporter biosecurity program  
or a transportation biosecurity certification?
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