Needles and Injection Techniques
(See the Medical Supplies: Use and Storage section of the Producer Manual.)
Most producers will raise hogs for a lifetime without breaking a needle. The point we’re making
is that it can happen, and that producers should identify things they can do to make it less likely
to happen, and plan what will be done if it does.
The ham, one of the most valuable cuts in a pig’s carcass, is usually sold whole. Scars due to
injections can produce tough gristle, and an injection abscess or cyst may not be detected until
the consumer cuts into it. For several years now, packers have urged producers to give intramuscular injections in a pig’s neck. If injection site complications happen there, minimal trim
from the less valuable neck meat will eliminate the problem before it reaches the consumer.

12a) If hip site intramuscular injections are given, are they given only in breeding
stock, and only according to the CQA protocol for hip injections (see
Producer Manual Chapter D4 page D4-14.)?
®

Yes

G

No

G

12b) Are all other intramuscular injections given in the neck muscles of your pigs?
Yes

G

No

G

Intramuscular injections are to be routinely administered in the neck muscles of the pigs.
The hip injection site may only be used in animals committed to the breeding herd, and only
in dosages of 5cc or less. Specific information for the hip injection site and protocol for use
can be found in chapter D4 Medical Supplies: Use and Storage of the CQA Producer Manual.
Be aware that if animals are being given intramuscular injections in any other location(s),
your farm cannot be recommended for CQA registration. The timeline for the delay of your
recommendation will vary depending on which animals are involved. If animals destined for
market are involved, you may be waiting for as long as six months. If breeding stock is
involved, a timeline for implementing the change will be determined between yourself and
your validator. Your validator or provincial delivery agent can provide more information.
®

®
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13a) Describe the steps you take on your farm to minimize the risk of a
broken needle.
You may believe that this question does not apply to you because you have never broken a
needle. In fact, many producers will never break a needle. However, the question really pertains to what steps you take to minimize the risk. You are probably already doing many
things; for example, proper injection techniques and restraint of animals, changing needles
frequently and immediately discarding needles that have bent. Think about the things that
you already do and have a look at the Medical Supplies: Use and Storage section for things
to think about as you answer this question.
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13b) Describe the steps you take on your farm to minimize injection site abscesses.
(Consider these items: defining a maximum dosage per injection site, establishing protocols
for stating the needle length and gauge to be used, and instituting a policy for the cleaning
and care of syringes.)
Injection site abscesses are caused by two main things — dirty injection sites/equipment and
injecting too much medication in one spot. Some injection site abscesses may not be visible
when you inspect your pigs. Others will be very obvious. The ones that you may not see can
do as much or more damage than the ones that you can see and treat. Abscesses lead to trim
(check your manifests!) and, if buried within a large muscle, may not be found until the pig is
processed or when the consumer cuts into it. Injection site abscesses are one of the reasons
why all pigs on CQA farms must be injected in the neck. Proper injection technique (including not injecting through dirty skin), proper use (route of injection) and storage of medication
(no needles left in the cap!) are a few things to think about. The Medical Supplies: Use and
Storage section of the Producer Manual offers other suggestions. You can also discuss this
issue with your veterinarian.
®
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13c) Are only detectable needles being used in this production unit?
Yes

G

No

G

“Detectable” needles are those that can be identified by metal detectors in processing plant
production lines. While most disposable and stainless steel needles cannot be detected by
these machines, detectable needles have been specially designed so that their materials will
be identified if passed through a metal detector. Ask your supplier or check the packaging of
your needles to ensure that they are a detectable brand.

13d) How do you ensure that the policies you put in place are actually carried
out effectively?
How do you verify this area of your production system? How do you train your staff? Do you
follow-up on staff training? Think about how you follow-up (monitor) to ensure that the risk
of abscesses and broken needles is minimized. What records are you keeping? The control of
broken needles and abscesses is a critical control point of the CQA program. Broken needles
must be recorded in the treatment record. If you choose to use the same record form that has
been included with the program, remember that it is not necessary to record if a needle is not
broken. A record of abscesses will occur when animals are treated for abscesses. What will you
do if it appears that the number or frequency of abscesses increases on your operation? How
will you address the issue of increased frequency of broken needles or abscesses with your staff?
®
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14.

What would you do if a needle broke off and remained in a pig after an
injection?
Here you are still being asked to create a deviation procedure. As mentioned previously, you
may never break a needle. But if it happens, what will you do? Broken needles must be
recorded on the Treatment Record. Can the needle be removed? How will you identify the
animal? Who will you talk to at your marketing agency or packing plant? Does your province
or packer have a specific manner in which suspect hogs are to be identified? Consider these
things as you answer this question.
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