
POLITICAL PARTIES’ RESPONSES TO CPC PRIORITY QUESTIONNAIRE 

In the wake of the federal elections on October 21, 2019, the Canadian Pork Council sent a letter to all major political parties asking them to position their party relative to Canadian producer’s 
five priorities: investment in the sector, trade, African swine fever, business risk management, and the promotion and research agency. 

Here are the responses obtained by the CPC as of October 17, 2019. 

 

CPC Questions Liberal Party of Canada Conservative Party of Canada 
 

Bloc Québécois 

How will your 
party invest in 
the pork sector? 

We will help our family farms stay strong in challenging 
times, invest to make sure that our rural communities are 
home to more good jobs, help connect rural communities 
with high-speed internet, and continue to make rural 
success a priority with a dedicated Minister of Rural 
Economic Development. We will expand support for 
farmers facing major environmental and business risks. 
Across Canada, hard-working farmers and their families 
help to grow the food that keeps people healthy and 
keeps our economy strong and growing. At the same 
time, because of the dramatic cuts Stephen Harper made 
to Canada’s business risk management programs, many 
are in a weaker position today – unable to manage the 
serious losses in income that can happen when 
commodity prices fall unexpectedly, when climate-related 
floods or droughts strike, or when a major market 
downturn occurs. To ensure that farmers have access to 
the help they need when they need it, we will move 
forward with a collaborative review of Canada’s business 
risk management programs, with a special focus on Agri-
Stability, and are prepared to increase federal support to 
farmers to help them manage risks beyond their control. 
We will also continue to work with farmers on tax 
measures to facilitate the intergenerational transfer of 

An Andrew Scheer government would help promote a 
robust agriculture sector by keeping taxes low (e.g. we 
will cancel the carbon tax), reducing regulation by 25% 
over four years, ensuring that regulators take economic 
competitiveness into account when developing 
regulations, and working aggressively to open new 
markets and protect current access. 
 
It is also important to stress that the Conservative Party 
is very concerned that a Liberal/NDP coalition 
government will continue to enact policies and 
regulations that will hurt Canada’s already worsening 
competitiveness. 
 

Dans quelle mesure votre parti compte-t-il 
investir dans l’industrie porcine?  
 
Nous misons sur l’innovation, qui est au cœur de 
notre offre politique. La recherche et le 
développement seront fortement appuyés par le 
Bloc Québécois. Nous mettons également 75 
millions par année pour la recherche en 
agriculture durable. 



farms, making it easier for farmers to transfer or sell 
family farms to family members or others. 
 
To give food producers and processors better and more 
timely support, and to meet our goal of making Canada 
the world’s second-largest exporter of agricultural 
products by 2025, we will merge existing financial and 
advisory services currently scattered between several 
agencies into Farm Credit Canada, whose mandate will be 
expanded and enhanced. The new entity, Farm and Food 
Development Canada, will serve as a single point of 
service to help all parts of  
Canada’s food economy develop, grow, and export to new 
markets. To help more food  businesses access the capital 
and support they need to succeed and grow, we will also 
move forward with increasing Farm and Food 
Development Canada’s capital lending capability  
by up to $5 billion per year, on top of the existing support 
delivered by Farm Credit Canada. 
 
Over the last 4 years, our Liberal government has made 
strategic, smart investments in agriculture and the pork 
sector in particular, which supports 100,000 direct or 
indirect jobs and contributes $28 billion to GDP.  Through 
the work of the Economic Advisory Council, we identified 
agriculture and agri-food as one of the top 6 sectors for 
economic growth potential in Canada. We set ambitious 
goals for the sector, and while taking into account the 
recommendations of stakeholders like producers and 
vendors, we were able to put into action some key 
initiatives, such as;  
Implementing the $3-billion Canadian Agricultural 
Partnership with provinces and territories with a new 

https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/098.nsf/eng/00006.html
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/098.nsf/eng/00006.html


focus to help create a more modern, sustainable, and 
prosperous agricultural sector; 
Creating Canada’s first National Food Policy to help guide 
food-related decisions and actions that can improve 
people’s lives, their health, and the health of the 
environment and the economy, and; 
Investing in agricultural science and research, hiring 75 
new agricultural scientists. 
 
A re-elected Liberal Government  will see the 
development and implementation of next 5-year federal 
provincial and territorial agriculture framework.  A Liberal 
government would ensure it is developed in consultation 
with industry representatives builds on the results of our 
strategic investments, and continue to support agriculture 
and agri-food sector as one of Canada’s top growth 
sectors.  
 
We are committed to evidence-based decision making 
rooted in sound science, but Canada’s regulations need to 
run at the speed of business. That’s why the agri-food 
sector was identified as one of four priority high-growth 
sectors for the regulatory review process.   In June 2019 
the Government published regulatory roadmaps that will 
help to create a more responsive regulatory environment 
to sustain the competitiveness of the agri-food sector. 
  
We know that innovation is vitally important to keeping 
our agricultural sector and farmers on the cutting edge to 
maintain our competitive position in the global 
market.  That is why we have made significant 
investments to support innovation and science in 
agriculture. This includes almost $700 million under the 
Canadian Agricultural Partnership to support science and 



innovation, including $12.7 million for the pork research 
cluster and more recently $50 million from ISED’s 
Strategic Innovation Fund has been announced to help 
the agricultural sector harness the potential of emerging 
digital technologies.  
 

Should you form 
the next federal 
government, 
what would you 
do to maintain 
competitive 
access to 
markets and 
further develop 
trade with Asian 
regions that are 
critical to the 
growth of the 
industry? How 
will your 
government 
support industry 
efforts to 
prevent ASF from 
entering Canada? 

The Liberal Party is committed to diversifying trade and 
opening new markets for Canadian exporters - including 
Canada's pork producers. Our high-quality agriculture and 
agri-food products are in demand around the globe and 
we want to help our farming families to make the most of 
that. We will build on the success we’ve had in securing a 
new trade deal with the US at a time when Donald Trump 
wanted to get rid of NAFTA and  continue to push towards 
our goal of $75 billion in agriculture exports by 2025. The 
pork sector will continue to play an important role in that 
with over 70% of production destined for global markets.   
  
With new trade deals with the US, EU and Asia Pacific 
countries, Canadian businesses are now connected to 1.5 
billion customers in over 50 countries. 
  
We will continue our strong support of the rules-based 
international order and will look for every opportunity to 
knock down tariff and non-tariff barriers and increase 
market access for Canadian producers.  We know the 
importance of fast growing global markets like China and 
reopening the Chinese market to Canadian pork exports 
will remain a top priority for a Liberal government. We 
would continue to engage directly with the pork sector 
and pork producers through the working group that began 
earlier this year to develop strategies to strengthen the 
sector and ensure it is able to respond to changing global 
market conditions.  We will continue to stand shoulder to 

Our previous Conservative government took market 
access very seriously. We signed 53 trade deals in less 
than ten years in office and worked hard to remove non-
tariff trade barriers when they came up. An Andrew 
Scheer government would continue this proud tradition, 
which will include taking a more aggressive approach to 
removing non-tariff trade barriers. 
 
On trade, our election platform includes the following: 
 
Stand Up for Canada’s Trade Interests: 
To support Canadian industries, a new Conservative 
government’s focus will remain squarely on promoting 
Canada’s competitive advantage in global supply chains. 
Justin Trudeau has prioritized self-congratulatory 
speeches that charm celebrities and aggravate our 
trading partners. It is time to focus on Canadians, not 
Trudeau’s progressive posturing. 
We will respond forcefully to non-tariff barriers, 
particularly in the agriculture sector, and foreign 
industrial subsidies so that Canadians can compete on a 
level playing field. Many of the trade disputes that have 
been big barriers to our exports of agricultural goods 
have been met with half-hearted responses from Justin 
Trudeau. Canadian canola, soy, pork, beef, berries, 
lentils, and many other products have been impacted, 
costing Canadian producers hundreds of millions of 
dollars. A Conservative government would set up global 

Si votre parti forme le prochain gouvernement 
fédéral, comment vous y prendrez-vous pour 
maintenir un accès concurrentiel aux marchés et 
favoriser davantage l’essor des échanges 
commerciaux avec les régions de l’Asie qui sont 
indispensables à la croissance de l’industrie?  
 
Selon le Bloc Québécois, l’embargo chinois sur le 
porc n’a rien d’un conflit commercial. Il s’agit d’un 
conflit diplomatique qui n’a rien à voir avec les 
producteurs agricoles québécois et dont il n’y a 
aucune raison qu’ils fassent les frais. Notre porc 
est parmi les meilleurs au monde. La seule façon 
de rendre les pressions chinoises inopérantes est 
de compenser intégralement nos producteurs, 
tant pour la perte du marché chinois que pour la 
baisse du prix nord-américain causé par 
l’embargo chinois sur le porc des États-Unis et qui 
occasionne une surabondance sur notre marché. 
Notre porte-parole en matière de commerce 
international a d’ailleurs écrit au gouvernement 
dès juin dernier, le jour même de l’annonce de 
l’embargo chinois sur notre porc, pour demander 
de mettre en place immédiatement un 
programme spécial d’aide. Nous reconnaissons 
cependant que créer un programme spécial et 
passer par le processus d’approbation des crédits 
est un exercice lourd, long et rigide, peu propice à 

https://www.andrewscheer.ca/en/platform/more-strenth-abroad


shoulder with pork producers and will ensure they have 
the support they need. 
  
Trade agreements are just a first step. Our Liberal 
government also invested over $1 billion to help Canadian 
exporters access those markets to expand their innovative 
ideas and products globally.  This includes $6 million to 
strengthen the pork sectors efforts to develop 
international markets and grow pork exports, $25 million 
to enhance Canadian engagement with international 
standard-setting bodies to encourage science-based 
decision making in international trade and $44.1 million to 
increase the number of trade commissioners in overseas 
markets to help Canadian exporters navigate international 
markets. Now to help Canadian companies who 
encounter significant commercial disputes around the 
world, we will also move forward to create the Canada 
Commercial Consular Service to help connect companies 
with local legal assistance and support. 
 A re-elected Liberal government will keep working to get 
Canadian goods to the world so businesses remain 
competitive, our economy stays strong, and more good 
jobs are created here at home. 
 

monitoring of non-tariff barriers and aggressively 
challenge these at the World Trade Organization. We 
would also be willing to retaliate with our own trade 
sanctions, such as imposing tariffs or regulatory 
restrictions, to forcefully defend Canada’s trade 
interests. 
To ensure that our trading partners live up to the spirit, 
not just the letter, of our agreements, we will insist on 
chapters dealing with non-tariff trade barriers in future 
trade deals. Decades ago, the primary barriers to trade 
were tariffs. As these have come down, it is now 
regulatory and non-tariff barriers that are the biggest 
problems for Canadian exporters, particularly in the 
agricultural sector. Canadian canola, soy, pork, beef, 
berries, lentils, and many other products have been 
blocked by arbitrary rules overseas. We will include 
chapters in future trade agreements to address these 
issues and to find new ways for resolving these types of 
regulatory disputes. 
Create a CETA and CPTPP Accelerator: 
 
To better support our small and medium enterprises on 
the world stage, we will provide extra funding to 
support Canada’s entrepreneurs in finding customers in 
Europe as well as in markets opened by our new free 
trade agreements. Sometimes, just signing a trade 
agreement is not enough. An ‘accelerator’ is necessary 
to take full advantage of these newly opened markets. 
This accelerator will provide market intelligence or 
advice on local regulations, as well as funding to attend 
trade shows. 
 
Share Better Information About our Free Trade 
Agreements with Canada’s Businesses: 

une réaction rapide en cas de crise. Dans un 
monde marqué par les tensions qui se 
multiplient, nous demanderons que le prochain 
budget prévoie la constitution d’un fond 
d’urgence au ministère de l’agriculture, dans 
lequel le gouvernement pourra puiser dès qu’un 
conflit surgit, sans avoir à développer un tout 
nouveau programme à chaque conflit. 



 
To help small and medium enterprises understand the 
benefits of a free trade agreement to their business, we 
will provide valuable industry-by-industry market 
intelligence to exporters – not just agreement-by-
agreement – so they can learn where the greatest 
opportunities are. 
 
On China, specifically, Canada’s relationship with China 
needs a total reset. There is no other way to put this: 
Canada is being bullied by the Chinese government and 
the Prime Minister has done nothing to stand up for 
Canada in response. 
 
Instead, the Prime Minister has continued with the 
same, failed, business as usual approach – hosting 
garden parties in Beijing and shipping his ministers off to 
China for photo opportunities. 
   
Andrew Scheer has called on the Prime Minister to:  
 
Immediately withdraw Canada from the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank; 
Increase inspections on all Chinese imports; and 
Start examining possible retaliatory tariffs on Chinese 
imports that will have the greatest possible impact while 
minimizing harm to Canadian consumers. 
 
These actions will allow us to negotiate with China from 
a position of strength. 

How will your 
government 
support industry 
efforts to 

We know African Swine Fever represents a serious threat 
to pork farmers and producers and we will continue to 
invest and take actions to prevent African Swine Fever 
from entering Canada.    This includes investing $31M to 

An Andrew Scheer government will work collaboratively 
with the pork sector to prevent ASF from entering 
Canada. 
 

Comment votre parti soutiendra-t-il les efforts 
que déploie l’industrie pour prévenir 
l’introduction de la peste porcine africaine (PPA) 
au Canada?  



prevent African 
swine fever (ASF) 
from entering 
Canada?  
 

add fourteen additional detector dogs in our airports, 
strengthening rules on animal feed imports and increasing 
public awareness to prevent infected pork from entering 
the country.  We also hosted the International ASF Forum 
in Ottawa earlier this year will continue to support global 
efforts to limit the spread of the disease through 
engagement with the World Organisation for Animal 
Health, the G7 and other international partners.    We 
have also taken steps to help increase the resilience of the 
Canadian pork sector such as zoning agreements with key 
international trading partners.   
 
We continue to work with provinces and territories to 
drive more action on wild pigs and biosecurity measures 
for small-scale producers.  We recognize more needs to 
be done and a Liberal government is prepared to do our 
part to strengthen Canada’s response to these risks.   
 
We are also prepared to make further investments in 
partnership with the pork sector to strengthen 
biosecurity, disease surveillance to ensure that the 
Canadian pork sector has the ability to respond to the 
threat of ASF. 
Canada has been and will continue to be a world leader 
on this file and we will continue to take all measures to 
ensure ASF does not enter our country.  Collaboration 
with industry and global partners is critical and we need 
to continue working together to strengthen Canada’s 
response to the threat of ASF. 
 

Nous croyons que le gouvernement doit en faire 
davantage dans l’inspection et la prévention. 
Nous avons eu tout récemment la nouvelle que 
du poisson entrant au Canada ne respecte pas les 
règles d’étiquetage l’Agence canadienne 
d’inspection des aliments, avec 50% du poisson 
dans nos épiceries n’est même pas le même 
qu’affiché, avec tout ce que cela implique pour la 
présence de parasites, d’allergènes et de 
pesticides. Visiblement, si l’Agence canadienne 
d’inspection des aliments (ACIA) ne fait pas 
convenablement son travail, il pourrait être 
impossible de prévenir et de contenir à temps 
l’introduction de la peste porcine africaine au 
Canada. La PPA est très contagieuse pour les 
porcs et peut être Bloc Québécois – Réponse – 
Conseil canadien du porc introduite par de 
l’équipement agricole et des aliments pour 
animaux. Nous doutons de la capacité du Canada 
de réagir suffisamment rapidement si un cas 
devait survenir. Nous croyons qu’il est important 
de réinvestir dans l’ACIA et d’augmenter les 
normes d’inspection pour éviter l’introduction de 
cette maladie. 



What is your 
government's 
commitment to 
delivering 
Business Risk 
Management 
programing that 
includes 
increased 
funding for tools 
like AgriStabilty? 

We know that business risk management programs are 
critical to ensuring that farmers have the help they need 
to manage risks beyond their control.  We will move 
forward with the provinces and territories on a 
collaborative review of Canada’s business risk 
management programs, with a special focus on Agri-
Stability.  We are prepared to increase federal support to 
farmers to help them manage risks. It is important that 
BRM programs are predictable, based on data, and 
provide payments in a timely way to adverse climatic and 
market conditions.  
 

We will work with provinces and farmers to make Agri-
Stability more simple, predictable, bankable, and 
timely.   
 
We will always be willing to meet with farmers to 
discuss how to improve the business risk management 
programs that exist and the possible development of 
new programs for producers that currently lack effective 
coverage. 
 

Quel engagement votre parti a-t-il pris en 
matière de prestation des programmes de 
gestion des risques de l’entreprise (GRE) qui 
prévoient, entre autres choses, une 
augmentation du financement accordé à des 
outils comme Agri-stabilité? 
 
Agri-stabilité fait partie de la Stratégie-cadre. Le 
Bloc Québécois entend se tenir derrière les 
producteurs agricoles si Québec et Ottawa 
conviennent d’ouvrir en ce sens l’entente actuelle 
avant échéance. D’une part, le plafond pose 
problème et nous voyons d’un bon œil la 
proposition de l’UPA de le faire passer de 70% à 
85%. D’autre part, le calcul de la marge elle-
même pose problème, en particulier pour les 
producteurs qui font face à un effondrement 
prolongé des prix En outre, nous demandons un 
congé de cotisation de 5 ans pour tout 
producteur de la relève qui vient d’acquérir une 
entreprise agricole. 

Will you 
implement the 
Promotion and 
Research Agency 
in the first 12 
months of your 
government 
mandate? 

Yes - a Liberal Government would move forward with the 
process to create the Pork Promotion and Research 
Agency (PRA) [within the first twelve months after the 
election].  We understand the value of the PRA to the 
long-term strength and growth of the pork sector in 
Canada. 
 

An Andrew Scheer government will work collaboratively 
with the pork sector on research and market 
development. 
 

Est-ce que votre parti mettra en œuvre l’Office 
de promotion et de recherche pour le porc au 
cours des douze premiers mois de son mandat?  
 
Nous appuyons l’idée. Le porc est très important 
pour l’économie québécoise et le Bloc Québécois 
se tiendra aux côtés des producteurs pour 
développer le marché. 

 


